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11. Monochromaticism 
 

Grades 3-6  
 
If one says "Red" – the name of a color – and there are fifty people listening, it can be expected that there will be 
fifty reds in their minds. And one can be sure that all these reds will be very different.  

Josef Albers 
 
 
Description: 
 
Because Pablo Picasso was such a powerful figure in twentieth century art for so many decades, 
his artistic style and philosophy fluctuated quite a bit.  In this exercise, students will learn about 
the practice of monochromaticism by studying Picasso’s Blue Period. 
 
 

Content Area: 
 
Art 
History 
 

Standards: 
 
NA-VA.K-4.4 
NA-VA.5-8.1 
History- spa rev  

 
 
Materials & Software: 
 
Housepainter’s swatch guide 
Watercolor paints 
Watercolor paper 
Pencil & Eraser 
 

 
 

Web Links: 
 
 http://www.color-wheel-pro.com/color-schemes.html 
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monochromatic_color 
 http://www.artic.edu/artaccess/AA_Modern/pages/MOD_1.shtml 
 http://www.pbs.org/treasuresoftheworld/a_nav/guernica_nav/gnav_level_1 

           /2process_guerfrm.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://quote.robertgenn.com/auth_search.php?authid=20

